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This very incomplete outline of Professor Gumplowicz's philosophy 
is, I think, sufficient to indicate the importance of his work. Polit- 
ical theorists must take account of sociological doctrine or lose their 
hold on scientific thought. Herbert Spencer's rather absurd attempt 
to connect an antiquated theory of the state with a very advanced 
sociology must not encourage the idea that evolution plays no part 
in politics. That the work under review aids greatly in rendering 
such an idea untenable, is not the least of its merits. 

Wm. A. Dunning. 



An Analysis of the Ideas of Economics. By L. P. Shirres. 
London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1893. — 260 pp. 

This is essentially a book of definitions. It undertakes to do a 
work of great importance, in which complete success is impossible. 
The author has had experience in {he management of public finances, 
and has been a student of jurisprudence as well as of economics. 
He was prompted to undertake the present work by the comparative 
exactness of definition that characterizes the terms used in legal 
science. 

In seeking to improve the definitions used in a science, one may 
first make himself the master of the concepts of the science, and 
then search for words to fit them. Mr. Shirres first collates the 
actual uses of the terms. He finds to what things a name is actually 
applied, and then ascertains what are the attributes common to these 
things. A few of the definitions thus attained may give an idea of 
the merits and the limitations of the method used : 

" Wealth means and includes all transferable material things which 
possess utility, and of which the quantity is limited." If the aim of 
a definition be simple delimitation, — if it tries only to draw a line 
that shall include the things that ought to be designated by the term, 
and exclude all others, — then there is little fault to be found with 
this definition. 

" Interest is the price for a loan of money paid at the expiry of 
the loan. " 

" Discount is the price for a loan of money paid at the time of 
advance." 

The word " distribution " is not formally defined ; but the author 
uses the term to designate the work of "wholesale, retail and 
carrying trades." y B Clarr 

Amherst College. 



